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Only a Prayer Meeting
Some years ago a booklet was published
titled ‘Only a Prayer Meeting’, encouraging Christian people never to be dismissive or begrudging about time given
to prayer together, but to place a very
high value on this meeting.
It is very easy in a pragmatic and activist
world to think and function on the basis
that what matters is getting up and doing
something, making an impact, getting the
message out. And of course such activity
is important, but what is the point of our
doing anything unless God is truly in it?
And how can we expect God to be with
us in these ways unless we deliberately ask
this of him. This is how we are driven to
the place and importance of prayer.
We don’t pray just to get ready for the day
ahead—like washing your hair or brushing your teeth—but because we daren’t
try to be God’s people in a hostile world
without being confident that he is going
to be with us in the detail of our lives as
a Guide, Deliverer, Stronghold, Protector
and Provider.
Therefore, the Church praying together
(and it only needs two or three people to
qualify as such a meeting) should never be
‘only a prayer meeting’ but a time when
everyone recognises the deep significance
of what we’re about; that as we pray, with
the help of God’s Spirit, obstacles are

dismantled, the way ahead made plain,
provision made, and people’s decisions
altered. We, ourselves, are changed as we
find our minds coming into line with
God’s purposes, our trust in him increased, our confidence in the Gospel
strengthened and we rise from prayer
strangely heartened and expectant. God
loves to see and hear us in prayer because
this is, or should be, the place where we
feel and express our weakness and need
and depend on Him – which is faith.
The church of Jesus Christ has always
been at its best when regularly on its
knees before God. Look (Acts Chapters
1 to 4) how frequently the early church
seemed to meet for prayer and look what
happened as a result.
James 5:17 and 18 looks incredible but is
actually very encouraging!
During April and May we are devoting
most of our Wednesday evening meetings
to prayer. … and I’m excited.
I’m excited because we will be doing
exactly what God encourages us to do;
excited because this is what God’s people
have done through the centuries – and
see what God has done as a result - and
excited because we already know much
of God’s answering of prayer at Calvary
Church and we have every reason to

hope that he will again hear and answer
us as we come to Him over the coming
weeks.
We met as a church in early April to pray
about the Events Week (27 June to 5 July
2009) armed with a rather sketchy programme and a myriad of uncertainties
and concerns. We prayed and were, I believe, helped in our praying so that by the
end we sensed that we had poured out
our hearts to God, we had told him what
concerned us and we asked for his help in
everything. Within a day answers to some
of those prayers began to emerge and,
hopefully, by the time you read this, more
answers will have emerged. God is kind
like this so that we might trust him more
and come again and again in prayer to
him.
I do hope that you will make firm dates
in your diary to come to church prayer
times as often as possible (including
Sundays at 10.00am and 6.00pm) and
then let any who haven’t been able to
come know what was prayed for and how
God is answering such prayers. Equally, if
you’re not able to come, why not ask
someone who did what happened?
Sincerely in Christ,
Chris Fry (Elder)

Mission trip to
Santa Cruz
Spain 15th -22nd Dec 2008

Firstly, l would like to say “thank you” to
the church for your support through
prayer and finance. We responded to the
call of help from Bob and Debbie. The
main purpose of the trip was to give them
valuable man power in delivering roughly
4,000 pamphlets in Santa Cruz and surrounding villages giving a gospel message
about Christmas.We also wanted to go to
encourage them and understand their
situation better, meet the church and have
a holiday!
We woke up at 6am on Monday 15th
Dec. AHH! (Perhaps not the best way of
starting your Christmas holiday!) The
beauty of living in Preston Village is the
proximity of the train station that goes
straight to Gatwick. But that morning,
anxiety crept in as we arrived at the station just as the train was about to pull
away. We had the decision to jump on
without tickets or buy tickets and wait for
the next one. In hindsight, we chose the
wrong option; we stayed and bought our
tickets only to find the next train cancelled! We realised that it was going to be
tight as we were going to have 30 minutes
to get from Gatwick station to the
boarding area! Rachel was getting
anxious by the minute; the weight of regret not jumping on the train was
mounting and the prospect of the flight
going without us! In these situations you
need reassurance and encouragement.
The Lord provided. Out of the blue, who
suddenly appeared on the platform next
to us? Our elder Chris Fry! He was the

often with older people and quite brief. I
really like the Spanish culture – their
food, coffee and warm, friendly demeanour. I also liked speaking Spanish and had
some great conversations with church
folk at Santa Cruz.
We share many things in common with
the church at Santa Cruz. It is also a small
church that has a rich history. The church
is mainly elderly and will die if there
aren’t younger converts. That is Bob’s
concern and it was lovely to see new
visitors for their evangelistic service on
the last Sunday we spent there. Seeing and
hearing Bob preach was a highlight. He
has had a big struggle learning the lingo
and to hear him preaching the word of
God clearly and powerfully was
fantastic… God uses those weaknesses to
show his strength!

perfect tonic to our situation as we had a
lovely chat and took the same train up to
Gatwick.We managed to get on the flight
with no problems! We arrived in Madrid,
the capital of Spain, and then caught another train (no problems this time!) to
Santa Cruz. It was cold but the clear sky
and shining sun compensated for the
temperature. Bob was at the station to
pick us up and we went straight to karate
club! Was he getting us ready for Spanish
evangelism? No, we were dropping his It was encouraging to hear the church
boys off to their weekly club.
members speaking fondly about the
Buffards (missionaries to Spain 50 years
The next day we were woken abruptly by ago) and it was evident that the love they
the sound of school children getting up! had for the Spanish people is still reAnother early start! We were later taken membered and their faithfulness has proaround the village market getting a feel of duced the fruit today! Hebrews 11! The
the local culture. It was lovely to see how Lord is clearly at work in Santa Cruz and
the Mahoneys have built up good rela- it was a great privilege to be a part of his
tionships with the local people. The fol- work for a week. We now know the
lowing days were spent delivering leaflets church and have a closer bond which was
to houses in the morning and visiting one of our aims and Bob and Debbie
pastor Roberto’s parishioners in the af- appreciated our sacrifice.We hope to visit
ternoon. We got a real feel of Spanish life again in the future and offer our services.
in Santa Cruz and the local area by visit- As the Spanish Gospel Mission states:
ing a number of small villages (some that
have never heard the true gospel!). The “A work of faith and labour of love for
marks of Catholicism was everywhere the glory of Christ until he comes”
and most people see the evangelical In the King’s service
church as a strange sect. I had a few conversations with the locals which were
Mark and Rachel

Sunday Club

Looking back over the past 12 months
there has been the handover between
Matthew when he turned 10 ( who
‘graduated’ to the main congregation )
and welcoming Jonathan at almost 3 and
a half, after Easter ’08.

Secretary/Treasurer

My last contribution was the issue before
last when an extract from the thanksgiving service for Chris was included, rather
than a report written for the newsletter.
(Probably the first time I have missed two
in a row since the newsletter started in
Chloe (now almost eight and a half) has November 1964!)
given the small group some continuity.
She has developed the extent of her Just a few days after the thanksgiving
reading and helps her brother as best she service in January 2008 my mother had a
can.
spell in hospital. Just after that, though ,
she was back at her flat with a carers goMinty ( aged six or so ) has been attend- ing in, meals on wheels and a day centre
ing a few sessions over the past three twice a week. She has since had a minimonths—which is an encouragement to stroke, a missed heart attack and a fall, but
us all. Thank the Lord for His gracious has recovered well each time.
answer to recent prayer for another family
and more children. Please continue to Last autumn I went into depression with
pray for others to come along and swell an inability to concentrate and being exthe numbers further.
tremely tired all the time. Our Elders and
deacons have recently agreed that
Mark joined the teaching team in the Anthony Smith should take on the reNew Year and is working with Katy and mainder of my church administration
Roger. Maria and Rachel have been work as Church Secretary, the exception
helping with the holiday time rota since being to legal matters, which mostly are
last summer.
just as easily linked with the treasurer
work. I took over as Church Secretary in
We depend on the Holy Spirit to apply 1978 from Mr Richardson, who had been
the truth of Scripture in the hearts and in post since 1948, so I have just beaten
minds of our youngsters. Thank you for his record—it also means that we have
all your prayers for teachers and young- only had two church secretaries in over
sters.
60 years!
Roger Kinross

Then, as many will know, in February
2009 Elisabeth’s pregnancy sadly ended
with baby Jessica being stillborn. Please
continue to pray for David and Elisabeth
and Eben (two in May) and the rest of the
family. Thank you for your prayers for us
as a family.

tion period, orders have now been placed
Because of my illness and consequent lack for new chairs for the Main and Back
of concentration, it has been six months Halls, the cost of which will be met from
since I’ve been able to do much work on the gifts made in memory of Chris.
the church accounts, though banking and
paying bills and so on has been mainRay Wingate
tained. Some initial figures for 2008 were
given to our recent members AGM, and
hopefully, I should be able to complete
the accounts for examination in the next
few weeks, so please continue to pray for
a full recovery—of health and of the
timetable!
It’s not too soon to sign up for this year’s
Please continue to pray that we will see Church Camp (7-9 August); venue still to
our church general income and ex- be finalised but no more than a 30 – 40
penditure brought into balance month by mins. car ride (max) from Brighton and,
month. It would be good to see this hopefully, fine weather, good walks, camp
prayer being answered by spiritual growth fires, BBQs, tall tales and bed-time stories;
as we pray for another family to join us, a great chance to know one another betfor additions to our membership (espe- ter and live basically and not too uncially now that Brian and Jordan Douglas comfortably (it’s only 2 nights).
have transferred their membership to a
local church in Boise, Idaho, USA), and Please see Katy Fry to sign up and—if
that we will have conversions and you need more—encouragement to join.
baptisms.

Church Camp 2009

We are grateful for two sizeable donations
to the refurbishment work this year.These
have gone a long way towards the costs of
the current project to update the PA and
video system. So far we have a new
screen installed, our video projector
mounted overhead from one of the
cross-beams and the loudspeakers on
wall-brackets. Further work is being
planned for an upgraded PA mixer
mounted on a purpose-built desk. Other
items, such as a ‘visualiser’ (replacement
for our ageing overhead projector) are
being considered.
Following a lengthy trial and considera-

Calvary Members and Friends
walking on the Downs

‘Making Connections’ Day
On the afternoon of Saturday 21st March
we had the opportunity, via presentations
by members of the different organisations, to discover the historic and present
connections between:

some mini-projects—which also
happened. One of these mini-projects
was the creation of a history trail within
the building highlighting certain historical events and personalities represented
by pictures, plaques and ‘a silver trowel’
The Railway Mission
handled by Mrs Elizabeth Gates, president
and founder of the Brighton Railway
The Brighton Railway Mission
Mission on the occasion of a stone laying
(now Calvary Evangelical Church)
ceremony for the (Sunday School)
Classrooms in 1895. We’ll run a series of
The Brighton & Hove City Mission brief articles on the History Trail in the
coming issues of the Newsletter. Better
and were able to trace God’s handiwork still, come and see for yourself!
over the years.
It was a particular pleasure to welcome
About 75 people gathered for the after- five members of the Gates family who
noon meeting and most were able to stay had made significant journeys to be with
for tea.
us on the day, one of the presentations
being about Elizabeth Gates
Events like this tend to encourage a (1828-1911).
tidying up of the premises—which
happened—along with the execution of The event strengthened existing, and

begun new, relationships and helped us to Some pictures of the afternoon are shown
appreciate, support and pray for one an- here and you can listen to the presentaother
tions from the Calvary Church web-site.
Chris Fry

Chris Fy (left) presented material on Elizabeth Gates, founder
of Brighton Railway Mission.
Ewart Helyar described his experiences at Brighton in 1948
and the Railway Mission from
the 1950s to 1978.

Tony Smith described the history
and current work of Brighton
and Hove City Mission.

Liam Johnson (upper left) is the
Executive director of the
Railway Mission. Dick Crane
(lower left) is the Mission
manager.
(Right) Railway Mission
chairman Keith Rose gave the
closing address, with musical
support from wife Helen.

Railway chaplains:
(right) Humphrey
Gillott (Railway
Mission, Euston) and
(left) Alan Healey
(London City Mission,

SGP ‘Passion for Life’ Project
During this year and next the Sussex Gospel
Partnership along with other organisations are
promoting an evangelism project called ‘Passion
for Life’. Roger Kinross attended a planning
meeting (with Philip) on behalf of CEC.

Yes, it was special to get the low-down
on the Passion for Life project and receive
the exhortation to get ready for the goal
of a Sussex-wide mission next March.
The slim booklet in amongst the DVD
and resource book gives those details.

Roger Carswell gave a word from I
Corinthians 1:17 - 2 :2 where the twin
facets of the weakness of the evangelist
and the ‘foolishness’ of the message are
given power from God by his Spirit to
bring new life. The right emphasis on
prayer as the first step of our indidvidual
and church preparation for gospel
preaching was also underlined. Roger was
then interviewed on the practicalities of
planning mission activities. I noted down
the following which he recommended
from his experience:

erships of Brighton churches discussed
what to plan for 2010 and outline ideas
for the way that events at a local level
could be coordinated, along with
follow-up of people who are reached.
One feature could be a ‘big event’ where
folk would be invited to hear the gospel
preached by Roger Carswell. He could be
doing these at four locations across Sussex
between 22nd-28th March 2010.
A shared realisation was expressed that
the events must be chosen according to
what is right and attractive for bringing
the Good News to our local community;
not just because we can have a visit by a
well known speaker, try something ‘special’ and then revert to what we normally
try to do in our churches to share the
gospel.

The potential for local fellowships to join
forces and seek to encourage each other
in local outreach (as in Events Week) was
put forward. Along with that was the neDaytime
cessity of people being contacted by beput on something for a specific audience/ lievers in the coming twelve months so
social group: e.g coffee gathering; evan- that they would want to accept invitations
gelistic breakfast; curry evening; door to to hear the Gospel in time to come.
door or street witness.

Evening

‘Real Lives’ interview (meeting by invitation). A possible structure is as follows:
Music
Interview person known to folk in the
locality
Musical item
Gospel address
There was a session where church lead-

Roger Kinross

Who
are
We?
Calvary Evangelical Church is a

registered charity, no. 1089327.
To find out more about us, check out
www.calvary-brighton.org.uk

