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God Answers Prayer

Research indicates that people who pray are able to face
operations and recover better than people who don’t.
A bit of a generalisation but probably true. We function
best when we look to God, even a vague, unknown or
invented one!
Christian prayer certainly offers the hope of personal
well-being. In the Bible, Philippians 4:6 offers the encouragement: ‘Do not be anxious about anything but in
everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God’, at which point we might logically
expect…’and God will answer your prayer and petition’
– but instead v7 says ‘and the peace of God which transcends
all understanding will guard your hearts and minds in Christ
Jesus.’ God will do something super-natural and
something deep within you. Anxiousness to peace! A
very precious transformation for the 21st century!
This is such a rich promise that it would be understandable if we settled for this as a more than sufficient
explanation of the transaction which takes place when
we pray. But there is more. Jesus frequently makes a
connection between ’asking’ and ‘receiving’ (see Luke
11:9,10) and explains receiving in concrete examples of
a heavenly father looking after his children – eggs not
scorpions (Luke 11:11-13). It is true that our prayers
may be met by a ‘No’ or a ‘Wait’ (with the offer of God’s
peace in both) but the thrust of Scripture encouragement is that God loves to give us his gifts rather than
withhold them. I wonder if we settle for the gift of
personal well-being rather than hope expectantly for a
definite answer to a specific prayer? Perhaps we’re sub-

consciously concerned that to be too definite in our
requests runs the risk of disappointment when nothing
appears to happen. But then Jesus would say to us
‘where is your faith’?
At Calvary Church we’re not short of reasons for encouragement. In the past couple of years we’ve regularly prayed about Students, Music, Men, Families and
it’s worth noting that we have more students attending
than before, options for music have emerged, our contacts with men are getting stronger and we are blessed
with four families with young children alongside the
Kinrosses.
None of this has been ‘spectacular’ in terms of massive
or immediate with a ‘wow’ factor but thinking about it
we must surely give thanks to God and take this as an
encouragement to eagerly come to God in prayer that
he would continue to do what He loves to do!
In Christ,
Chris Fry (Elder)

Philip Wells with his father and brother at
Philip’s 60th birthday party on 3rd March 2012.

Ross Harper
with his
Olympic Torch
Sometimes it helps to look at
things differently…
(Katharine Crompton offers a personal view
of the Arundel Church Weekend inside)

Church Weekend

Baptism

In March CEC took advantage of the spring weather to
spend a weekend in Arundel. About 30 of us stayed in
the (sadly soon to be closed) Arundel Youth Hostel for
two days of fun and fellowship; setting off on the Friday
and arriving back on Sunday in time for morning service as usual.

Min Zhang was baptised in the name of the Father, the Son
and the Holy Spirit on 22nd April 2012.
This is her testimony.

Philip Wells preached through scenes in the life of Jesus,
using innovative Facebook-style illustrations (which we
all ‘liked’), encouraging us all to think more deeply
about who Jesus was and how he related to the people
around him. During the worship times we all had
a chance to choose our favourite songs.
There was also plenty of fun and games; the table
football tournament brought out everyone’s competitive side, while the jigsaw puzzle catered for those of a
more contemplative turn of mind. The food was excellent and we were very grateful to the Youth Hostel
staff who were helpful as well as being good cooks!
One of the best things about the trip was the opportunity to relax and to get to know each other much
better. The schedule meant we all had plenty of time to
have good and encouraging conversations with each
other. I know many of us will be looking forward to our
next (and final, as the closure is proceeding: ed.) trip there
in October.
Katharine Crompton

I came to the UK in 1997 to study. My father was
concerned about the situation in Hong Kong following
the re-unification with China. I studied Business
Studies at Brighton College of Technology. I stayed on
in Brighton for the next 14 years. The friends I stayed
with were not always helpful to me. Later, while
working in the Chinese supermarket, I met my husband
Lee and we formed plans to start our own food business
together. He had previously worked in France. We
started our business near the Level. In the business he
did the cooking and I did the paperwork—it was hard
work and caused us stress. In the end the stress caused
us to part.We have two children Choi (born Sept 2007)
and Maggie (born March 2009).
In 2010 I had an incident which caused me to be admitted to hospital. The children were in China with
their grandparents. I had been working as a carer. The
lady I worked for died on 14th February, which
triggered a reaction in me. It was a difficult time and I
received medical help and support over the next
months. When the children returned from China I
brought them along to Toddler Group on a Wednesday
morning. That was the first time I came into the
Calvary Church building. Soon I was invited to the
“Next Step” group. I felt so impressed by Maria’s
teaching to the children. I just started to ask myself what
have I done to my children? I felt so confused and
scared for myself and the world.
Maria said to me “God loves everyone from the nations”. We have a service at 11 o’clock. So I came to
Sunday service. During the service we began to sing.
When I sung that hymn it felt so meaningful to me with
my broken heart, I felt that the whole sky was falling
down and I couldn’t hold it up. I couldn’t stop my tears.
Even after the service my emotions were deeply affected. I felt safe in church. I felt it was my home as my
other home was just a roof over my head. During
Wednesday afternoon group and the Sunday services I’d
learned who Jesus is and what Jesus has done for us. It
gave me a living hope (1 Peter 1:3 ‘he has given us birth
into a living hope’) so I realised I can’t live without hope
and without faith. I put my trust in him and believe in
him. I found Jesus became personal Saviour to me, and
how great and powerful God is. He turned my unhappiness into happiness during a time when I felt the
concerns and emotions of motherhood. He dried my
tears and brought back my smile. He dragged me out of
the darkness and walked with me under the light. He
gave me a living stone and rock to rest upon.

More pictures of the Arundel Church Weekend

I was invited to do Bible Studies. In September 2010 I

was taught Christianity Explored with Patricia who
showed me the richness of the Bible. I am now clear
that I want to follow Jesus in humility and seek to do
God’s will, and to live and exhibit the fruit of the Spirit
in my life to help each other and love one another.
In Chinese culture the emphasis is on working hard and
achieving things that we have earned. I now realise that
God is kind and gives us mercy and forgiveness that we
don’t deserve. People say I am “Christian mad”. We
must put God first, others next and self last.
I like to read the Bible on my Kindle. I like to make its
words my own. I love the part of the Bible which says
“How great is the love the Father has bestowed on us that we
should be called children of God” 1 John 3:1 I am encouraged by 1Thessalonians 5:16-18 “Be joyful always;
give thanks in all circumstances for this is God’s will for you
in Christ Jesus” I always remind myself to live as the Lord
wants ‘ that [we] may live a life worthy of the Lord and may
please him in every way, bearing fruit in every good work,
growing in the knowledge of God’ Colossians 1:10.

Picnic in the Park
For a variety of reasons, it was decided not to hold a
Holiday Club this summer. Instead, a picnic was held in
Preston Park on 16th June 2012. This might have
seemed a rash plan in one of the wettest Junes on record, but the Lord provided a fine, if windy, day. As well
as our regular congregation, we were jojned by families
from the Parent and Toddler group, and by students
from Calvary International Café (CIC).
The programme started at 11.30am with a sing-song
for the children, followed by a picnic lunch. Then there
were some games, and the event finished around 4pm
with a cream tea.
While this was quite a low-key event in that (unlike a
Holiday Club) no teaching or preaching was involved,
it provided a good opportunity for those not directly
involved in Parent and Toddlers or CIC to get to know
these people. It also provided a visible presence for the
church in a very public place.
Steve Ellacott

Please pray for me and my family,
Min Zhang

Park Picnic Pics
The two girls top left are
Min Zhang’s children.

Church Secretary
Sadly we had a further break-in in January, through a
polycarbonate dome skylight to the west passageway.
Philip Wells spotted the stolen guitar in a second-hand
shop in London Road. The police recovered the guitar
and they were able to identify a suspect from CCTV
footage at the shop. As with the suspect identified by
fingerprint from the police forensics last year, these
suspects have gone missing and are on the ‘wanted’ list!
A further unsuccessful attempt has been made more
recently on the mortice lock on the Stanley Road entrance door. We now have CCTV and signage as well
as security marking nearly all the moveable objects. We
had made some changes to lower some brickwork and
installed some security measures. But we could not do
anything about the public street lighting junction boxes
on the Fire Station frontage abutting our boundary
close to the flat roof at evidently just the right level to
thwart these measures!
We have now installed a fixed security grille above the
front of the west passageway flat roof. This came about
following a recent Men’s Breakfast where had a talk by
Jon Mills, a local metal sculpture artist who designs and
fabricates street furniture around the UK including the
Dyfi Bridge, Machynlleth, Wales. Jon has designed the
grille to reflect some of the architectural features of our
Viaduct Road frontage. It ensures that the guttering
cannot be used as a foot or hand hold and is sufficiently
high to act a deterrent to entry. (The cost was in fact
very little more than a standard gate type grille. ) You
can see more of Jon’s work on his website
http://www.jonmillsdoesmetalwork.com/ though our grille
doesn’t (yet) feature!
The new lighting mentioned in the last issue was installed earlier in the year and we benefit from a substantial improvement in lighting levels in our main hall,
especially for the evening services in the winter
months. All lamps are ‘low energy’ with a longer bulb
life so are economic in use.
Elsewhere in this issue we report on the baptism of Min
Zhang and her testimony. In June the baptistery pool
was again in use as Adam King was baptised. We hope
to include Adam’s testimony in a future issue of the
newsletter. Adam is to be married on 11th August 2012
and it has been good to see Adam and fiancée Rachel
Coles attending in recent months.
Not only had we been praying that we would have the

baptistry in use again, but that the Lord would add to
our number.We have seen an increasing attendance and
in addition have a number who have requested membership; those involved are at different stages of the
process.
We also seek to augment and strengthen our outreach
gospel witness. Katherine Crompton will join us as an
Associate Worker (part-time for twelve months), and
we are in the process of appointing a Gospel Worker
(Full-time for an initial 24 months). Please pray with us
as we work through this process. We hope to have the
Gospel Worker in post by the beginning of October.
Another issue for prayer was that of ‘families’ and we
now have a number attending. Recently we shared in
the joy of the birth of Julia Daniel’s granddaughter
Eden Rose to Faith in April and (grandson to the
Church Secretary) Seth to Elisabeth and Dave Muddle
on 14th July.
Calvary International Café recommenced under the
leadership of Ian Lutaaya, staffed on a rota basis. Do
please pray that we would be able to continue to sustain
this important outreach work. There are two universities in the city along with City College and a considerable number of language schools and colleges.
The current plan for the redevelopment of former Co
-op Department Store building. just a matter of a few
hundred yards (metres!) from our own building, is to
include a substantial number of flats for students.This is
going through the planning process: a two-day public
exhibition of the current plan took place in our main
church hall.
Since Anthony moved to York we had been praying
about the matter of music. It is good to report that we
now have three pianists who are able to assist: Adam
Englebr ight (Student at Br ighton University),
Kathar ine Crompton (completing a Masters at
Brighton University and Associate Worker next year)
and Rachel Coles (Medical Student at Brighton and
Sussex University Medical School).
I always find that it is good to reflect as I write this
article (and also in drafting annual reports) on the way
the Lord has blessed us in so many ways, despite the
problems of break-ins. We do thank Philip Wells for his
willing support with the guitar as well as leading and
preaching for our services. So it is good that I can end
with a ‘note’ of praise!
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(No prizes for spotting the puns, other than a free copy
of the next newsletter!).
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